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WSBREC was founded in 1972 by
Dr. Mayme A. Clayton, Ph. D., and
maintains the largest and most
substantial collection of rare
books, documents, films, music,
photographs, and memorabilia on
African American culture and his-
tory in the Western United States.
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WSBREC's goal is to establish the
Mayme A. Clayton Library and
Cultural Center, a world-class,
library-based, museum and cultur-
al center dedicated to African
American intelligence and creativ-
ity with Dr. Clayton’s historically
significant Collection at the core.

SPECIAL EDITION!

This celebratory edi -
tion of the WSBREC
newsletter is pub-
lished in legal format

to accomodate the
longer articles, extra

photos, & the adver -
tising of our many

supporters.

Reel Black Cowboy Film Festival:
A Good Time at the OK Corral!

The Fifth Annual Reel Black Cowboy
Film Festival, August 2nd was a
resounding success! This was the
best-attended, well-planned, most fun-
filled film festival ever! The air was
electric with the energy of comraderie!
Everyone had a great time! Obba
Babatunde, actor, entertainer extraordi-
naire, cowboy, activist and gentleman
received the African American Cinema
Society’s (AACS) LifeTime Achievement
Award. AACS is WSBREC's Film
Archives. Fellow actor and cowboy, Jim
Pickens, presented the award to him.
Obba’s long-time friend, actor, cowboy
and activist Glynn Turman and his
beautiful wife Jo Ann were on hand for
the Awards Program.

Obba and Glynn received proclama-
tions from Los Angeles County Super-
visor Mike Antonvich’s Chief Deputy,
Jay (Juventino) Gomez for their work
with youth and for their contributions to
the cultural fabric of America.

Actor and proud papa-to-be, Lancer
Dean Shull served as Master of
Ceremonies for the lively Awards
Program. WSBREC executive director,
Avery Clayton and brothers Renai,
Lloyd and nephew, Andrew (Andy) pre-
sented Dr. Clayton with a portrait of her,
painted by Avery.

The Reel Black Cowboy Gala Opening
was a huge success. Any successful
endeavor involves many people who
make it happen.

continued on next page ...

There's a lot to celebrate!

Dr. Mayme A. Clayton celebrated her
80th birthday, August 4, 2003! In honor
of her birthday Dr. Clayton is the focus
of this month’s Black History Facts sec-
tion. Being 80 is a very cool thing when
you feel good, look good and have
something to get up for every day.
Being 20 is a very cool thing when you
feel good, look good and have some-
thing to get up for every day. Parties,
proclamations and recognition have
been in full force. Western States Black
Research and Educational Center is
pleased and proud to celebrate Dr.
Clayton’s milestone birthday and salute
her heroic forty-year effort to save
African American history. Happy Birth-
day dear Dr. Clayton. We love you! @

KCET's "Life & T imes" Features
Dr. Mayme Clayton

On June 13, 2003, Val Zavala, KCET,
Channel 28 Vice-President and produc-
er of the popular "Life & Times" pro-
gram did a feature story on Dr. Clayton
and the Collection. The program aired
on Monday, July 7, 2003. For those of
you who missed it, KCET will air it
again this year. Please check your local
listings. WSBREC will notify you via e-
mail of the next air time. @

WSBREC Needs Your Support!

Please make a tax-deductible
contribution to:

Western States Black
Research
and Educational Center

3617 Montclair Street
Los Angeles, California 90018-2442
(626) 794-4677
(323) 737-2842 Fax
E-mail: aclayton@wsbrec.org
http://www.wsbrec.org
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Reel Black Cowboys ...

Here are some of the people WSBREC is grateful to:
Special thanks to Marti Townsend, Event Coordinator.
You made it happen! You are a blessing! Special thanks
to Jeffrey
Barber,
Programs
Manager of
the Autry
Museum. Jeff,
you put your
back in it. The
support of the
Autry Museum
has helped
WSBREC
move closer to
its goal of sav-
ing the Mayme Clayton Collection. Thank you to Obba
Babatunde for your talent, intelligence, commitment and
keeping the cowboy tradition
alive. Thank you to Jim
Pickens for presenting to
Obba and for enlivening the
Awards Ceremony with "fancy
foot work" and good humor.
Thank you to Mike Mann & the
Night Riders Band, vocalist
Lena Cardwell, the Inglewood
Guys & Dolls Square Dance
Troupe, Rod Rondeaux and
Howard Johnson for an
evening of absolutely fabulous
entertainment! Thank you to
filmmaker, Lloyd Reese, LFR
Productions for the fantastic
film montage of Obba Babatunde. Thank you to our vol-
unteers Margery Smith, Christ Henderson, Betty
Rachel, James Hicks and Steve Lane. You are the best!
Thank you to Glynn and Jo Ann Turman for your contin-
ued support of WSBREC. Thank you to Bridget Barnett,
the Barnett Group Public Relations. Thank you to Oliver
Sefas, PIP # 4 for printing our programs (213) 386-
4200. Most of all happy birthday and thank you to Dr.
Mayme A. Clayton for saving our history and making
such a wonderful evening possible.

Cubver

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
4117 OVERLAND AVENUE

P.O. BOX 507

CULVER CITY, CA 90230

TEL 310.253.6682 FAX 310.253.66 66
don.rogers@culvercity.org

Obba Babatunde, Jay Gomez,
and Glynn Turman

DON ROGERS
DIRECTOR

The Clayton Clan: Renai, Lloyd, Mayme, Avery, and Andy'CIayton
proudly show off a portrait of Dr. Clayton

Earlier the same night ...

Dr. Clayton’s birthday was also celebrated at California
African American Museum. Director, Charmaine
Jefferson lauded Dr. Clayton for having the vision and
foresight to begin saving African American history
before it became fashionable. Charmaine also
announced that WSBREC and CAAM would form a
partnership for program activities. This is a very impor-
tant step for both organizations and will lead to more
substantive explorations of the cultural and historical
nuances of African American life.

The birthday tribute for Dr. Clayton took place during
the sit-down dinner in honor of CAAM’s newest exhibi-
tion, "Up Close in Black: African American Film
Posters," hosted by KCAL news anchor, Dave Clark.
WSBREC executive director and artist, Avery Clayton
unveiled a newly completed portrait of Dr. Clayton. @
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Association of African American Museums

WSBREC Executive Director, Avery Clayton will present
a 75 minute paper, entitled, "The Evolution of the
Mayme Clayton Collection," at the national conference
for the Association of African American Museums
(AAAM) on August 21, 2003 in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. The paper will examine how the Collection
went from being a hobby to the core of a major cultural
institution. @

Susan C. Reeder
Director of Development
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African Marketplace & Cultural Faire

Artist, Avery Clayton, will exhibit new work in the 18th
Annual African Marketplace & Cultural Faire in Expo-
sition Park, Los Angeles. The festival will take place
over three successive weekends, August 15-17, August
22-24, and August 30 — September 1, 2003.

Avery’s painting, "Senufo Remembrance" was selected
as the official poster for this year's Cultural Faire. Avery
will be on hand to sign posters. There will be all-day
concerts on 3 stages. An African-style Food Court will
feature foods from various parts of the Continent.
Parents, there will be fun and games for your kids in the
Children’s Village (while Mom and Dad enjoy the Faire).
A Farmers Market Health Pavilion, book signings, world-
class art exhibits and much, much more promise to
make this an exciting event for all. It's a "be-there-kind-
of-thing." Make plans to attend. @

FDG

ZIMART GALLERIA

Eugene Humphries
Director

4470WestAdams Blvd. LosAngeles, CA90016
(323) 737-4985 Fax: (323) 737-4999
Email: fdggene@aol.com

Multi-Cultural Fine Art Gallery of LosAngeles

Securing the Collection

WSBREC is on the move! Since WSBREC announced
its intention to make the Collection available to the pub-
lic at an unveiling reception of Avery’s September 11th
painting, entitled, "Children’s Peace Offering" at USC,
April 30, 2002 significant progress has been made.

Perhaps the most important step is the involvement of
the City of Culver City, California. Culver City recog-
nizes the importance of Dr. Clayton’s work and is work-
ing with WSBREC to secure an interim facility in which
the Collection (which is now improperly housed) can be
formally inventoried, catalogued, conserved, digitized,
consolidated, made available to the public and saved
for posterity. @

New Mayme Clayton V ideo

Part of the AAAM presentation made by Avery will
include a recently produced video featuring Dr. Clayton
and the Collection. The 20-minute video produced by
filmmaker, Christopher Williams, Len Rosenthal,
Consultant, Gena Davis Communications, Doug Glenn,
Software By Design, and Alan Richmond of Inovatv
Global Parts, Inc. highlights Dr. Clayton’s Collection and
accomplishments. @

Long Beach Museum of Art

WSBREC will partner with the Long Beach Museum of
Art for a February, 2004 exhibition and fundraiser, titled,
"Women of Our Time." The exhibit will examine the
lives of American icons such as Ella Fitzgerald, Billie
Holiday, Ethel Waters, Josephine Baker, Julia Child,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Althea Gibson, Rosa Parks and
Fannie Lou Hammer. The event will include a docent
tour and panel discussion. @

Sibongile West
RE/MAX Beach Cities Realty

7298W. ManchesteAve.
LosAngeles, CA90045-0230
Direct: 323 295-0230
http://www. Sibongile.com

It would be a privilege to assist you with your real estate needs.
Covering alWest-side Lo#\ngeles communities. Please call or
log on to my web site for assistance and information.
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Black History Facts:

"Mayme Clayton: Keeper of an American Legacy"
by Avery Clayton

Paul Laurence Dunbar, Bessie Smith, Zora Neale
Hurston, Langston Hughes, Dorothy Dandridge, Nat
King Cole and countless others live on in a small build-
ing at the rear of Mayme

Clayton’s home. They can be

visited by appointment only.

When you arrive at Mayme’s

neatly manicured home in the

historic Adams District of Los

Angeles you wouldn’t have

any idea of the treasures that

lie within. Before you're invit-

ed into the treasure chamber

that houses her Collection,

she holds court in her dining

room. Surrounding her are

pictures of family and her with

notables such as Bill Clinton,

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Cicely

Tyson, Maya Angelou,

Congresswoman Diane E.

Watson, Senator Kevin

Murray, Los Angeles County

Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite

Burke and more.

On the way to the treasure

chamber, she walks you

through her kitchen, which is alive with the aromas of a
cook with years of experience. As you follow her up the
stairs of her patio, through the lush gardens to the build-
ing at the rear of her home, you begin to sense you are
somewhere very special. At the entrance to the building,
she unlocks the gate, enters and turns on the lights. As
you enter the treasure chamber you realize that where
you stand is holy ground. The walls are lined, floor to
ceiling with books. Some three rows deep. Everything
here is written by or about Americans of African
descent. Images jump off

the walls at you. There is

so much. You don't know

where to look.

History rushes to meet
you. You feel over-
whelmed and filled with
pride. Very few people
have ever seen as many
books about black American life in a single place.

Dorothy Dandridge

Just as you begin to acclimate. Mayme Clayton turns on
the lights to another room of floor to ceiling books!

Langston Hughes

You're drawn like a moth to a flame. She knows your
mind is blown. With a twinkle in her eye, she says, "I'd
like to share some of my special things with you." She
reaches in a desk drawer, pulls out a small, rectangular
box, about 7"x 8"x 2". She opens the box and pulls out
a small, brown leather bound book. She opens the
book to the cover page that displays a portrait of a
young African American girl about 16 years old in colo-
nial clothing. The girl is
Phillis Wheatley. The book
was written by her and pub-
lished in 1773. It is believed
by many experts to be the
first book published in
America by an author of
African descent. Mayme
Clayton puts the icing on the
cake as she turns the page
to show Phillis Wheatley's
signature! The mint condition
book, entitled, "Poems on
Various Subjects Religious
and Moral" is a priceless
piece of American history.

Next she points with pride to
a wall of books, all of which
are signed first editions.
She reached randomly to
the shelf and pulls off "Stride
Toward Freedom," opens it
to show Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s signature. Alex Haley (a personal friend), leg-
endary filmmaker Oscar Micheaux, Booker T. Washing-
ton signatures and literally hundreds of others grace
this part of the Collection.

The Collection consists of five main components

literary, film, music, photographs and memorabilia. It is
the largest collection of it's kind west of the Mississippi.
It is second in the world in size and scholarly scope to
the Schomburg Collec-
tion in the New York
City Public Library. To
assemble a collection of
this magnitude would
be daunting for an insti-
tution; that Mayme
Clayton did it single-
handedly is phenome-
nal. How did a humble
lady of modest means amass such an incredible cultur-
al treasure? To understand that it is necessary to go
back to her roots.

Bessie Smith

Mayme Clayton was born August 4, 1923 to Jerry and
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Mary Agnew in Van Buren Arkansas. Jerry ran a gener-

al store. Mary was a housewife. Mayme recalls a happy

childhood. Her parents made sure she and her sister,

Sarah and brother, Jerry, Jr. were exposed to the finer
things in life. Whenever a
black person of note came
near Van Buren, Jerry
would pile his family in the
1936 Ford Sedan to go see
them. Dr. Clayton remem-
bers being inspired by the
life of Mary McLeod
Bethune, the founder of
Bethune Cookman College.

Mayme Clayton, age 19 after enrolling at Lincoln

University in Missouri,

courage and curiosity led Mayme Agnew to New York

City. She found work in a Manhattan photography stu-

dio. In September 1945 a handsome young soldier

came into the photography studio. His name was

Andrew Lee Clayton. Andrew had a lot of photographs

taken of himself to get to know Mayme. In 1946 they

married in New York,

went to Van Buren to

have their reception

and moved to Los

Angeles where they

raised three sons.

In 1952, after the chil-
dren were in school,
Mayme went to work
as a librarian at USC'’s
Doheny Library. In
1959 she became a
law librarian for

UCLA. During the height of the Black Power Movement
of the late 1960’s in an effort to meet the needs of black
students UCLA assigned her to establish the African
American Studies Center Library. Budgetary restrictions
limited the purchase of out-of-print materials by black
authors. Mayme Clayton became concerned about what
might become of black history if other institutions had
the same reservations. Although she began collecting
casually in the 1950’s when confronted with institutional
reluctance to purchase out-of-print materials, she began

Alan Richmond
President
Inovatv Global Parts Inc.

Suite #102

912 N. Croft Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90069
Phone: (323) 822-1808
Fax: (323) 822-1818
E-Mail: inovatv@earthlink.net
Cell: (323) 828-8822

Chinese Made Parts

Wedding Reception: Jerry Agnew, Sarah Elizabeth Agnew, Andrew
Clayton, Mayme Clayton, and Mary Agnew at the Agnew Home in
Van Buren, Arkansas, March, 1946

collecting with a sense
of mission.

GENA DAVIS COMM UNICATIONS

In 1972, Dr. Clayton
retired from UCLA and
founded Western States
Black Research and
Educational Center
(WSBREC). WSBREC's
primary function is to
preserve and perpetu-
ate the unique history
and cultural heritage of
Americans of African
descent. WSBREC's
goal is to aid in the pro-
motion of pride, dignity
and greater intercultural understanding. What began as
a personal passion and hobby has taken on monumen-
tal proportions: saving the artifacts that represent a
people. Art is the measure of a civilization. Without
examples of the art created by a people, it is as though
they never existed. Her work is important.

GENAY. DAVIS
President, CEO

6601 Center DrivaVest, Suite 900
Los Angeles, CA90043

Tel: 310-348-811
Fax: 310-348-8128

www.gdcmarketing.com

When most people her age
have settled into being set-
tled, Mayme Clayton with
zest and formidable energy
has tackled her latest
undertaking: establishing
the Mayme A. Clayton
Library and Cultural Center.
The primary purpose of the
Mayme Clayton Library and
Cultural Center is to make
the Collection available to
people of all ethnic back-
grounds, allowing it to serve as a cultural compass to a
more complete understanding of American history.

Mayme Clayton is a
woman of vision whose
life and work has made
a difference. Even
though she has never
been rich, whenever
anything of cultural
value became available
she says, "the money
just appeared.” The
Collection amassed by
Mayme Clayton is a
National Treasure.
Mayme Clayton is a

National treasure. @ 835 MISSION ~ STREET
SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030

E-MAIL: CATALDO@FCBELL.NET
TEL:626-799-4400 FAX: 626- 799-7010

ARCHITECTURE / ENGINEERING

DEVELOPMENT/ PLANNING
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

JOHN G. CATALDO
PRESIDENT
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