Hagme Clayton Library

ISE e W = §FE | T = =1
“i WS B R E C 3617 Montclair Street « Los Angeles CA 90018-2442 » (323)737-3292 Fax: (323)737-2842

"To know where you’re going ...

To contact us by email: aclayton@wsbrec.org

You have to know where you’ve been.”

Please visit our website at: www.wsbrec.org

Volume 2, Issue No. 1
February 15th, 2004

IN THIS ISSUE:

African American Cultural
Revolution

Black History Month, 2004

Calendar & News

WSBREC Accomplishments

!

{‘. -
vV Y

- B ‘\ b

WSBREC was founded in 1972 by
Dr. Mayme A. Clayton, Ph. D., and
maintains the largest and most
substantial collection or rare
books, documents, films, music,
photographs, and memorabilia on
African American culture and his-
tory in the Western United States.
WSBREC's goal is to establish the
Mayme A. Clayton Library and
Cultural Center, a world-class,
library-based, museum and cultur-
al center dedicated to African
American intelligence and creativ-
ity with Dr. Clayton’s historically
significant Collection at the core.

African American Cultural
Revolution
By Avery Clayton

On Sunday mornings | listen to radio
station KLJH FM 102.3 owned by
Stevie Wonder. The station features
the worship services of local church-
es. One of the radio ministry broad-
casts is from Second Baptist Church,
one of the oldest black congregations
in Los Angeles. Another broadcasted
service is from Trinity Baptist Church
where my brothers, Renai, Lloyd and
I went as children. On Sunday,
February 1, 2004 (the beginning of
Black History Month) Second Baptist's
Pastor, William Epps delivered a mes-
sage in which he spoke to his con-
cern about the generations of African
Americans unaware of their cultural
heritage.

We all know, African American history
is not widely taught in schools; due
in part to a lack of materials and for
a variety socio-political reasons.
Students with socially conscious
teachers learn about Martin Luther
King, Jr., and notable African
Americans currently part of popular
American culture, such as Oprah
Winfrey, Colin Powell, Bill Cosby,
Thurgood Marshall, Rosa Parks, Magic
Johnson, Michael Jordan and Michael
Jackson. Information on these out-
standing African Americans is readily
available and for the publishers, they
sell books. It is good that the
accomplishments of these outstand-
ing African American leaders are
highlighted. It helps to instill pride.
However, before Michael Jackson,
there was Duke Ellington one of the
architects of modern music; before
Oprah Winfrey there was Madame

C.J. Walker America’s first selfmade
woman millionaire (black or white
and prototype for Mary Kay); before
there was Jackie Robinson there were
the Negro Baseball Leagues and on
and on.

continued on page 2 ...
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Western States Black Research and
Educational Center launched the cam-
paign to establish the Mayme A.
Clayton Library & Cultural Center on
April 30, 2002 at the unveiling of my
painting, "Children’s Peace Offering"
in USC'’s University Religious Center.
We've come a long way in a short
time. That is because there is noth-
ing as powerful as an idea whose
time has come.

What WSBREC has accomplished
since April 20027?

* WSBREC has partnered with the
University of Southern California.
USC's Office of External Affairs, Office
of Cultural Affairs, Department of
Graduate Museum Programs and
Marshall School of Business have
taken a leadership role in the effort to
save and share the Mayme A. Clayton
Collection of African Americana.

USC Marshall School of Business
MBA'’s are developing a Feasibility
Study for the Mayme A. Clayton
Library and Cultural Center.

e UCLA's Department of Information
Studies library science students will
catalogue the Mayme A. Clayton
Collection.

We have initiated a partnership dia-
logue with UCLA's Ralph Bunche
Center for African American Studies
and with UCLA’s African American
Studies Center Library which Dr.
Clayton co-founded during her tenure
(1959-1972) as a law librarian at the
University.

e Pepperdine University MBA's are
preparing the business plan for the
Mayme Clayton Library Interim facili-
ty.

continued on page 3 ...
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Cultural Revolution ... continued from page 1

Today’s media often represents Hip-Hop as black cul
ture. The hit movie "Malibu’s Most Wanted" is a
prime example of what the media perceives black
culture to be. The media construct of Hip-Hop as
black culture is so pervasive that non-black youth
emulate the Hip-Hop stereotype in dress and atti-
tude, in the effort to be "down." Hip-Hop is fine.
Many artists have found a vehicle for expression in
Hip Hop but, it is not black culture. It is a sub-cul-
ture of black culture. Black culture is much richer,
grander, complex and multi-layered than Hip Hop
alone conveys.

Before the Civil Rights Movement (1955-1965), black
Americans en masse were not focused on the preser-
vation and dissemination
of the culture. Most of us
were struggling to survive
in an often hostile envi-
ronment. Jobs and edu-
cation topped the priori-
ties list because they
meant survival and main
stream access. Were it
not for the efforts of
heroes like Arthur A.
Schomburg (a black
Puerto Rican with a
German Jewish father)
and Mayme A. Clayton
who took it upon them-
selves to preserve and
save black history it might
have become lost forever.
Thankfully that is not the
case.

Throughout the history of MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR o
the world, social revolu- W ey
tions have preceded cul-

tural revolutions. The Civil Rights Movement paved
the way for today’s African American Cultural
Rewvolution. Once a people are no longer oppressed
they can assert their cultural identity. Under the
dynamic and charismatic leadership of Rev. Dr. Martin
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Luther King, Jr. more legislative and social change
was enacted during his thirteen active years than had
been achieved in the entire century since the
Emancipation Proclamation of 1865. The
actions of the Movement led to legislation,
such as the 1964 Civil Rights Act and later
Affirmative Action which began to address
some of the economic, educational and
political inequities in America. Those
actions laid the groundwork that permits
many African Americans to enjoy main-
stream access.

According to the 2000 census the African
American population increased 16 percent
to almost 35 million between the 1990 and
2000 censuses. It's not the size of the
African American population but its total
income after taxes that has Madison Avenue
buzzing. African American net income rose
from $318 billion in 1990 to $688 billion in
2002. According to the Selig Center for
Economic Growth at the University of
Georgia in Athens, the figure is expected to
jump to $921 billion by 2008. In just 18
years African Americans have increased
their buying power by 189 percent (com-
pared to 128 percent for whites). By 2008,
African Americans will be spending nine
cents of every American dollar. That's
clout! That clout would not be possible without the
blood that was shed by those who came before us.
The next stage of the Civil Rights Movement is the
African American Cultural Aw akening. It sets the
stage for healing and honors the ancestors.

Because we are the first generation of African
Americans to begin to enjoy the American dream
(though far too many remain disenfranchised), we
are obliged to create institutions which celebrate the
culture and share it with the world. Many people
mistakenly believe that black history is about slavery,
degradation and brutally. That is a part of the story
but only a part. In the big picture, African American
history is rich, joyous and triumphant. In school we

continued on page 3 ...
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Black History Month ... continued from page 1

- Recent media appearances have included KCET’s
"Life & Times" with host Val Zavala; Today in LA
Weekend, KNBC Channel 4; a special feature news
story with reporter Beverly White on KNBC Channel
4; KABC Talk Radio with Nelkane O. Benton. KJLH FM
102.3 with Community Affairs Director, Jackie
Stevens; KTYM with Donnie Anderson and Bobbie
Howe. Articles in the Los Angeles Times; Los Angeles
Sentinel Newspaper,

Dysonna Magazine,

Watts Times, Wave

Newspapers and Long

Beach Press Telegram.

The word is beginning to

get out, but there’s

much, much more to do.

e WSBREC has estab-
lished relationships with:
the Schomburg Center
for Research in Black
Culture, California African
American Museum, the
Getty Museum, the Autry Museum of Western
Heritage, the Long Beach Museum of Art, the
Huntington Library, Los Angeles Cultural Affairs
Department, Central Library and Los Angeles Unified
School District.

The strength of the Mayme A. Clayton Collection lies
in sharing it with people of all ethnic backgrounds as
a cultural compass to a more complete understanding
of American history.

Success at the Long Beach Museum of Art

If you weren’t there, you missed it! The tribute to
Dr. Clayton at the Long Beach Museum of Art was a
smashing success! Long Beach Museum of Art
Director, Hal Nelson served as MC for the evenings
festivities. Long Beach Mayor, Beverly O’Neill wel-
comed the guests and lauded Dr. Clayton. Hattie
Stewart, Los Angeles Field Representative for Senator
Barbara Boxer presented Dr. Clayton with the
Senator’s Education Award. | spoke to the audience

continued on page 3 ...

LBMA Director Hal Nelson; Dr. Mayme A. Clayton; Agnes McClain, the niece of
Rosa Parks; Frederick S. Voss, Senior Historian, National Portrait Gallery,
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C.; and Avery Clayton

Cultural Revolution ... continued from page 2

didn’t learn about the power and beauty of the
Harlem Renaissance (1919 — 1937); the truth about
Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement
Association; about successful black entrepreneurs
who beat the odds and gave back to their communi-
ties; about brilliant black scientists, engineers,
inventors, doctors and architects. Oh sure, we knew
about the entertainers and the athletes because they
didn’'t threaten the intellectual ideal established for
blacks. They were and are beautiful, talented and
undeniably entertaining. Entertainers and athletes
like Joe Louis, Josephine Baker, Dorothy Dandridge,
Althea Gibson, Lena Horne, Jackie Robinson and oth-
ers were the pioneers whose struggles opened doors.

In December of 2003 | went to the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Life to meet with its
Director, Howard Dodson. | went with the intention
of initiating a partnership dialogue and for guidance.
The Mayme A. Clayton Collection is second in the
world in size and
scholarly scope to
the Schomburg
Collection. We are
just beginning;
they’ve been at it
since 1926. Mr.
Dodson was gener-
ous and supportive.
We met for two
hours and forty-five
minutes. | was
then taken on a
tour of the 75,000
square foot facility.
The Schomburg
Center is a vital, positive gathering place for the
world. There were seminars, community meetings,
lectures, exhibits, book signings, and research all
centered on black life; all happening on a random day
in early December, 2003. The energy was electric. |
envisioned what such a center could be like in Los
Angeles.

One of the
things | no-
ticed about
the Schom-
burg is its
affect on
neighborhood.
The Center is
located at 515
Malcolm X
Boulevard,

continued on
page 4 ...

LBMA Director Hal Nelson and Long
Beach Mayor Beverly O'Neill
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Black History
Month ... contin -
ued from page 3

about the
Collection, our
goals and Dr.
Clayton’s accom-
plishments.
Clayton brothers
Renai, Lloyd and
nephew, Andrew

(Andy) were in
Hattie Stewart, LA Field Representative for gttendance. Dr
Senator Barbara Boxer, LBMA Board Clayton charmed

President Ron Stewart .
the audience as
she fielded questions about how, when and where she
assembled the Collection. Fran Morris Rosman,
Executive Director of the Ella
Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
made a presentation about Ella,
one of the women honored in
the Smithsonian photograph
exhibit which opened in con-
junction with Dr. Clayton’s trib-
ute. Frederick Voss, Curator of
the "Women of Our Time" exhi-
bition from the Smithsonian
talked about the collection of
photographs Twentieth-Century
Women from the National
Portrait Gallery. We are very
grateful to the wonderful staff
of the Long Beach Museum of
Art for creating a very special
evening for Dr. Clayton and all
who attended.

Reel Black Cowboy Film

Festival 2004 Mr. Herb Jefferies

We are very proud to announce

that veteran actor and entertainer, Herb Jeffries will
accept the African American Cinema Society’s (a sub-
sidiary of WSBREC) Life Time Achievement Award at
our 5th Annual Awards Program, July 31st at the
Autry Museum of Western Heritage. The 93 year old
entertainer began his career as a band singer with
Duke Ellington and in the 1930’s produced a series of
black cowboy movies. Bronze Buckaroo, 1938 and
Harlem Rides the Range, 1939 are among his most
famous. The vigorous and vital Mr. Jeffries just
released a new CD of classic standards. Thanks to
the persistence and dedication of Reel Black Cowboy
Film Festival Coordinator, Marti Townsend we are
thrilled to have an opportunity to pay tribute to
someone who opened doors for so many. Save the
Date: July 31, 2004, 6 — 9 PM at the Autry Museum.
We will keep you updated as we move closer to the
special tribute to the legendary Herb Jeffries.

continued on page 6 ...

Cultural Revolution ... continued from page 3

New York, NY 10037 in Harlem. Originally the
Schomburg was part of the New York City Public
Library at the 135th Street Branch. The new 75,000
square foot facility was built in 1982. The last time |
was in Harlem was 1981. The new facility was built in
1982. | noticed that a number of complimentary
businesses, such as restaurants, galleries, clothing
and gift shops have sprung around the Schomburg.
Harlem looks good. The Schomburg Center has aided
the economy of Harlem.

Pastor Epps of Second Baptist was speaking to the
lack of cultural aw areness among African Americans
because it is an issue of particular concern in Los
Angeles. Los Angeles unlike other urban centers with
significant African American populations
has few institutions that support black
cultural life on a global level. There is
of course, California African American
Museum under the dynamic leadership
of its new director, Charmaine Jefferson,
the Afro-American Museum in the
Crenshaw Shopping Center, the Lucy
Florence Gallery, the Leimert Park Art
community and a smattering of black
owned galleries. However,
most of the substantive
African American cultural
institutions with collections
for research on black life
are centered on the East
Coast and in the South.

Los Angeles is the media
capital of the world. There
should be a world-class
African American cultural
institution which stands as
a symbol of African American intelligence and creativ-
ity and to which the world is welcomed. Culture is a
thing to be shared, enthusiastically with all people.

continued on page 5 ...

Page 4



February 2004

WSBREC News

Cultural Revolution ... continued from page 4

In my quest to bring Dr. Clayton’s work to the world,
I have encountered those who suggest that the

Artist’'s Concept: Mayme Clayton Library

dream of a 175,000 square foot world-class facility
with first class, state-of-the-art amenities for African
American culture is ambitious. Itis. In the formal
inventory and appraisal assessment of the Clayton
Collection (December 2002) conducted by the firm of
Goldsmid & Allen Appraisers, it was stated, "There is
no question that WSBREC is a fine core collection
with important sub-collections and fine high spots. It
could become the starter for a major cultural institu-
tion." Due to the single-minded work and determina-
tion of Mayme A. Clayton we have an existing collec-
tion which can serve as the academic and cultural
heart of a major African American cultural institution.

One of the topics that came up in my conversation
with Schomburg’s Dodson was the National African
American Museum that will be built on the
Smithsonian Mall in Washington, D.C. Mr. Dodson is
a member of a Presidential team set up to guide the
National to its realization. At the top of our conver-
sation, he asked, "if we would consider bringing the
Clayton Collection to the National?" | explained, the
Claytons feel that it is important to keep the
Collection on the West Coast. The Collection was
born in Los Angeles and should remain here. Mr.
Dodson agreed. We then began discussing an East
Coast West Coast alliance.

The Mayme A. Clayton Library & Cultural Center will

be a world-class facility dedicated to the richness and

wonder of African American life and the Diaspora.

So, should we half step? We could always find a

building, do some "mammy-made" renovations and

call it a cultural center. Or should the Los Angeles
cultural institution that represents
the Collection and black life be
grand and welcoming? If it isn’t,
who’ll want to come see it? In the
Kevin Costner movie, Field of
Dreams, the message was; "build it
and they will come.” The Mayme A.
Clayton Library & Cultural Center
must be an institution young people
will want to be part of; a place
where they can learn, have fun, be
inspired, take a date or just hang
out. It has to be a place where
research can be conducted that will
enhance the quality of black life and
thus enhance the quality of
American life. It has to be a place
where great minds commiserate,
where intelligence, beauty, and
pride are the order of the day; a
place where integrity, quality and
excellence reign; and a place where
the entire world feels welcome. Is
that ambitious? Yes, but the time
has come. Hasn't it?

If you would like to see the floor plan for the pro-
posed Mayme A. Clayton Library and Cultural Center
e-mail me at: averyclaytonart@sbclglobal.net @

Black History Month ... continued from page 4

ATTEND a special benefit concert Sunday, February
22, 2004 at the Garden Pavilion of the Church of
Scientology (no affiliation) located at 5930 Franklin
Avenue in Hollywood from 6:45 — 8:45 PM. The con-
cert is produced by WSBREC Entertainment Chair,
Brenda Wilson and will feature the talents of amazing
vocalist Juaria Moore & the Tom Owens Trio along
with D.A. Bookman & the Air Tight Band. This will be
a special event you won’t want to miss and a way
you can help support the effort to save and share the
Mayme A. Clayton Collection. Tickets are $20.00!
Even if you can’t attend, send a $20 donation! Radio
and television personality, Larry Carroll, KFWB News
980 will serve as Master of Ceremonies. Actor, direc-
tor, producer Art Evans will make a special awards
presentation. For ticket information and future
events, call: (310) 541-6603 or e-mail: nightbird-
pro@aol.com Proceeds will be donated to the
Mayme Clayton Library Fund. Be there. You'll be
glad you came. ¢
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International Spiritual Center
“Life is good”

Special Events Hotline 310-348-1260 x620
Prayer Ministry 310-348-1270
Quiet Mind Bookstore 310-348-1266

5700 Buckingham PkwyCulver City CA90230
Reveend MarCiaAnderson

310-348-1260 x413

marcia@agapelive.com

Parting Thought:
The Wisdom of Dr. Mayme Clayton

"Remember, the higher forces always work for good

and when we use them for good there is
nothing we can't do"

ARCHITECTURE / ENGINEERING

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

JOHN G. CATALDO
PRESIDENT

835 MISSION  STREET
SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030
E MAIL: CATALDO@FCBELL.NET

TEL 626- 799-4400 FAX: 626-799-7010

Sibongile West
RE/MAX Beach Cities Realty

7298W. ManchesteAve.
LosAngeles, CA90045-0230
Direct: 323 295-0230
http://www. Sibongile.com

It would be a privilege to assist you with your real estate needs.
Covering alWest-side Lo#Angeles communities. Please call or
log on to my web site for assistance and information.

WSBREC Needs Your Support!

Please make tax-deductible contribution to:

Western States Black Research
and Educational Center

3617 Montclair Street
Los Angeles, California 90018-2442
(626) 794-4677
(323) 737-2842 Fax
E-mail: aclayton@wsbrec.org
http://www.wsbrec.org

Custom database solutions to
improve your bottom line

Call today for an appointment:
626-683-9902

Visit our website:
http://www.swbydesign.com

Email inquiries welcomed:
info@swbydesign.com

Proud supporter of WSBREC
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